due to its long biological half-life. This effect of PMSG is thought to create an unfavourable steroid environment for early embryonic development (1) . Some PMSG superovulation protocols, therefore, have included the administration of antibodies against PMSG. The purpose of this procedure is to remove excess amounts of PMSG from the peripheral blood of PMSG-stimulated cattle after the initial stimulation of follicular development with a view to increasing the number of transferable embryos. Anti-PMSG adminis¬ tration neutralizes circulating PMSG (1) and prevents the development of ovarian follicles and the secondary rise in oestradiol-17ß in peripheral blood (1, 3, 4) 
Results
The progesterone response of bovine granulosa cells on day 4 of culture in experiment 1 is shown in Fig. 1 . Pregnant mares' serum gonadotrophin stimulated (p < 0.001) the progesterone production of granulosa cells, whereas PMSG antiserum alone had no effect and was not different from the control (p > 0.05). The effects of 3 ÍU of PMSG on progesterone production were inhibited progressively by increasing doses of anti-PMSG (p < 0.01). 
